
Aug 14 to Sept 15
Class T- Shirt Orders

Sept 11 Tae Kwon Do Begins

Sept 13 McFamily Night Out
Marco's Pizza

Sept 18 Early Registration for 
McCormickFest 

Sept 19 PTO General Meeting 
7pm

Sept 21 McFamily Night Out
Orange Leaf

Sept 22 No School – In-Service Day
McCormickFest 
Registrations Due

Sept 25 to 29
McCormickFest Spirit Week

Sept 26 McFamily Night Out
Castle Skateland 6-8p

Sept 29 McCormickFest Fundraising 
Deadline
PBIS Final Friday

Sept 30 McCormickFest  3:30pm
Miiami Meadows Park

Oct 9 to 27
Spirit Wear Sales

Oct 10 Fall Picture Day

September 8, 2017

McCormickFest
See Pg 2

From the District
Law Impacts Student Absences and Truancy
The Ohio General Assembly recently passed House Bill 410 to encourage and 
support a preventative approach to excessive student absences and truancy.  
Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, several state-mandated changes will 
take effect. HB 410 changes the truancy definition to be based on instructional 
hours, rather than days of instruction. Under the new definitions, the designation 
of “habitual truant” is defined as any child of compulsory school age who has 
been absent without legitimate excuse for:
30 or more consecutive hours
42 or more hours in a school month, or
72 or more hours in a year
 

Another significant change:
Schools are now mandated by state law to provide written notice to parents 
within seven days of a child’s excused or unexcused absence of 38 or more 
hours in a month or 65 or more hours in a school year. 

A student may be considered a “habitual truant” if unexcused absences 
continue. At this point, the student and the student’s family will be required to 
meet with a team to develop a Truancy Intervention Plan. If the student and 
family fail to participate in this plan, a referral will be made to Juvenile Court.

What does this mean for Milford students?
As mandated by state law, our schools will now track student attendance by 
hours, not quarter day, half day or full day. Arriving late to school and leaving 
early will now be counted as hours missed. For example, missing a class period 
will be the equivalent of one hour of absence. 

Note: this policy does not follow what is outlined in our parent/student 
handbooks because the state mandate was released after our 2017-2018 
handbooks were approved by the Milford Board of Education.  The mandate has 
not changed which absences are excused; however, excused absences now 
must be counted in the total hours absent.
 
As in years past, we will continue to work cooperatively with our students and 
their parents to improve school attendance. If you have any questions about 
these changes, please contact your building principal. 

From Mr Baker
McCormick Cares
The news across our nation has been hard to watch.  From coast to coast, our communities are facing hardships in the 
forms of fires, floods, and storms.  McCormick Elementary's longstanding commitment to service in our communities has 
in times of trouble responded to fill needs where we can.   

We all feel for the families in Houston and across the Pacific Northwest who are struggling to put their lives back 
together, even while we keep those in the Southeast in our hearts. McCormick would like to do what we can to help.  This 
week the PTO executive committee suggested we establish a Disaster Response Fund.  The money donated would be 
used to positively impact schools in the areas affected.  We are currently reaching out to identify those we can help.  

Monday will begin a week long collection period.  Students and families can donate toward our Disaster Response Fund.  
The McCormick Giving Well will be out Monday, September 11 and will remain out until Monday, September 18. We 
encourage families to talk about the situations around the country and determine your actions.    

Thank you for considering helping us in this endeavor to help students and teachers across the country try to resume 
their educations.  



Student fundraising started Friday, September 1st with an all-school assembly.  Students 
were very excited to hear about all the prize incentives they can earn through participating 
in fundraising and registering family and friends for the 5k run and 2.9k walk.  

Please remember that September 18th is the due date for t-shirt orders for McCormickFest 
if you want them to arrive in time for the event & it is the last day to turn in registration for 
the 5K Run / 2.9K Walk at the $10 early bird discounted rate!  

It takes a village to make McCormickFest possible!  Please consider volunteering for 
a shift at McCormickFest, this wonderful event is not possible without the help of 
many hands.  Volunteer opportunities fall along a broad range of activities. 

There are many volunteer opportunities; setup in the morning, tear down in the evening, 
and festival activities like game booths, registration, ticket sales, race guidance and more.  
Shifts are not limited to adults, if you have High School or Jr. High Students at home they 
are welcome too!   If you are interested, please copy and paste the Sign Up Genius link:  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b48aaaa29a20-mccormickfest3

We also need baked goods for the cake walk to volunteer: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b48aaaa29a20-mccormickfest2

For further information email festival@mccormickpto.com.

Thank you for sharing your time with us.  See you there!

McCormick Fest Season has officially arrived!  To most of us, this is one of the most 
anticipated times of the school year!  To those of you who are new to McCormick Fest, it's 
the PTO's largest fundraising event for the school & WAY more fun than dealing with catalog 
orders!  There's a 5k run & 2.9k walk starting at 3:30 PM on Sat., Sept. 30, with a festival 
following it from 4-6:30 PM at Miami Meadows Park.  The festival will include game booths, 
local business sponsor booths, inflatables, music, food trucks, & more!

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b48aaaa29a20-mccormickfest3
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b48aaaa29a20-mccormickfest2
mailto:festival@mccormickpto.com?subject=Information%20on%20McCormickFest




McCormick 
Backpack 
Program

SonRise Church will again, this year, provide weekend food backpacks 
to our McCormick families in need.  SonRise provides all the food and 
assembles it into individual bags. McCormick is responsible for 
bringing the filled bins back to McCormick.   Currently, there are 4 - 25 
gallon plastic bins; this will likely require a full back seat and trunk of a 
car or a van/SUV.  This will happen every Thursday during the school 
year.  We are in need of volunteers, (parents, guardians and teachers) 
to help with this wonderful outreach program. Use the following link if 
you are interested in helping out:Click HERE or contact Alicia Neal at 
mccormickelemnewsletter@gmail.comIt's a Party at Castle Skateland

September 26,  6 to 8
Admission $3 Skate Rental $2

McCormick Elementary is 
partnering with Marco's pizza, on 
the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month, Marco's will be giving back 
20% of their profits to McCormick. 
Be sure to tell them you are with 
McCormick when ordering.  
Please consider ordering and 
support McCormick PTO! The first 
date will be Wednesday  
September 13th.

Do you want to get a copy of the Student Directory this year?  
Just join the PTO.  PTO members get a free copy of the 
Student Directory.  Membership dues are $10.  Complete the 
orange Directory/Membership form you received in Friday 
folders and turn it in with your money to the school.  Didn't 
receive a form?  Just print the one attached to this 
newsletter and fill in the blanks.  All funds raised goes to help 
pay for all the PTO functions held throughout the year.  Please 
take a moment and consider joining the PTO.  As always, 
joining PTO does not obligate you in any way!  Questions? Email 
Bobbi Ducheny.  bobohagab@aol.com  The Student Directory 
will be published and distributed in October.

 A Yearbook meeting will be held on Thursday, September 21, at 
10:30am, in the Milford Panera Bread Co. meeting room. If you 
enjoy taking photos, putting together photo books (such as 
Shutterfly), have experience as a Graphic Designer, or like to 
organize orders, this is the place for you! Come to find out more 
about what our group does and get your questions answered! Can't 
come? Please contact one of our Co-Chairs: Tina Hendricks - 
ghendricks@fuse.net  or Heidi Simones - hasimones@gmail.com

The last day to order shirts 
is Friday, September 15th.  
Orders received after 
September 15th will be held 
until our next shirt order in 
January.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4eadab2aa3f58-backpack
mailto:Alicia%20Neal?subject=Backpack%20Ministry
mailto:Bobbi?subject=Directory
mailto:Tina?subject=Yearbook
mailto:Heidi?subject=Yearbook


Thank you to our McCormickFest Finish Line, 
Eagle and Soaring Sponsors!



McCormick Matters Newsletter  - If you have news you would like to share in the McCormick Matters Newsletter submit your 
information to Alicia Neal – mccormickelemnewsletter@gmail.com 

mailto:mccormickelemnewsletter@gmail.com
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